Speech by honorable minister of state in charge of agriculture and animal resources, Rwanda by CGIAR Consortium Office
  
 
 SPEECH BY HONORABLE MINISTER OF STATE IN CHARGE OF  AGRICULTURE 
AND ANIMAL RESOURCES DURING THE NATIONAL CONSULTATION FOR THE 
CGIAR SITE INTEGRATION IN RWANDA AT GRAND LEGACY HOTEL, KIGALI ON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 05, 2016 
 
Head of UN mission in Rwanda and representatives; 
Representatives of CGIAR Centers; 
Director General and Directors; 
Representatives of CSO and Private Sectors; 
Distinguished agriculture sector stakeholders;  
Distinguished Guests;  
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
 I am delighted to join you today to mark this memorable occasion of national 
consultation for the CGIAR site integration in Rwanda.  
  
This meeting is intended to enhance the CGIAR research alignment with the 
national strategic plans and site integration as a sustained mechanism for 
collaboration that requires on-going dialogue and engagement with partners 
and stakeholders towards agricultural development in eradicating poverty, 
hunger and malnutrition.  
Organizing an event of this magnitude is no mean achievement. I take this 
opportunity to thank CIP and CGIAR partners for taking the lead in this direction. 
I also thank colleagues of RAB and MINAGRI who have committed their 
resources and time to ensure success of this important event. I wish also to 
thank EU, DFID, ADB, FAO, World Food Programme, USAID, IFAD, Other 
International and regional bodies and National Organizations, and other 
stakeholders for participating. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Rwanda’s economy is still largely agrarian and contributes 34% to the national 
GDP while 80% of the population depends on agriculture and provides over 90% 
of national food needs. Despite this, average annual agricultural growth has 
been over 8% in the past years due to several factors that include low 
involvement of the private sector in agriculture, limited access to financial 
resources and inputs, insufficient skills in key areas such as irrigation, 
mechanization, breeding, post-harvest etc leading some food insecurity 
malnutrition in some part of Rwanda.  
 
Ensuring food security to all Rwandans has been a long time challenge but 
remains a priority objective of our Government and your presence here 
highlights the importance to support the vulnerable and help the poor move out 
of hunger and poverty.  
 
To achieving the goal of total food and income security in Rwanda requires joint 
effort between the government and other development partners. CGIAR 
centers, development organizations local and international and other partners 
should therefore continuously align with government priority programs and 
strategic plan. These are; 
 
- Crop Intensification Program 
- Irrigation and mechanization infrastructure development 
- Comprehensive land husbandry 
- Post-harvest handling and storage 
- Livestock modernization and genetic improvement 
- Promoting exports and High-value crops 
- Integrated Research for Development and Technology transfer 
 These will further be strengthened with; Diversification and intensification of 
plant, animal and fish production; Diversification of income and employment 
sources for rural populations; Linking products to national, regional and 
international markets; Agro-processing; Sustainable management of natural 
resources, particularly soil and water; Organization, mobilization and capacity-
building for producers; service providers and private-sector development; 
Creating an enabling environment for investment in agriculture while promoting 
gender and youth engagement in agriculture sector. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The Government has over the years put in place policies, strategies and 
interventions to ensure sustainable food security in the country. I am happy to 
note that owing to good rainfall distribution in most parts of the country, 
coupled with the government’s support, the food security situation has 
continued to improve. The Government will continue to increase investments 
and implement programs to support smallholder farmers, the elderly, youth, 
women and other vulnerable people to sustainably produce and/or access food 
and incomes. The Government will continue to strengthen partnerships with 
CGIAR, Donors, UN bodies, International and national development partners and 
the private sector to mobilize the required resources in achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources has continued to put in place 
the necessary legislative, policy and regulatory reforms in the agricultural sector 
in order to transform it from subsistence to a commercial and globally 
competitive industry. The Ministry has developed the Agriculture Policy in order 
to enhance crop and livestock production. In addition, the Ministry is 
implementing priority interventions geared towards enhancing agricultural 
productivity, reducing food production costs, food prices and cost of living as 
well as boost overall rural development. These interventions include enhancing 
irrigated agriculture, enhanced mechanization, providing subsidized inputs, 
enhancing strategic food reserves and livestock development. 
 
In support of these, the Government is implementing several projects and 
initiatives to increase agricultural production for sustainable food and nutrition 
security. Key National projects implemented include: 
- 
- 
- 
In conclusion, I once again wish to thank the organizers, sponsors and all for a 
successful event of national consultation for CGIAR site integration. Let this day 
be a constant reminder of our resolve to enhance agricultural productivity to 
break the cycle of rural poverty and enable all Rwandans to access adequate and 
quality food at all times.  
 
With this note, I declare open the national consultation for CGIAR site 
integration meeting. 
 
Thank you and God bless you all 
